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southern slope of the 16,660. 


In the Jatter part ef the 
seventh century, 
of Tibet arose, 


(which sas 
Y and thereby 
had alre 
leen. subject to Tibetan. influcnve 
a considerable period, Whatever 
seripl was used —anid we konw ali 


and what had 


" 
indenly became а mi 
which the Chinese 


қ le that su 
for vasicen Turkestan, 
, came of critical i 
7 time it has her 
whole existence! Des pa 
ey to Turke: 
cause, whee tak 
them to attack the Haul 
is around the perimeler of 1| 


portant 
ien was the 


t woul 


ries, 
away 


Ras! Khotan, Kucha, and Kara. 
e letween Аль, 696 and TH, the 
fearing attack from the 1 


В. 
ans, sent several missions to the СІ 


ts was the 
ul a marriage alliance— 
t in the East—be 


invaders. Dut all was for nought 
tans overran Baltistan іп 


y sears later, in 747, 
ed hands again when a Ch 


farce re-established T'ang influence, 
WE year 747 was an important 
in Central Asia, for that Augu 
force of 10,000 Chinese, under the K 
rean general Kao H: 


the do 
and Hindu Kush to the west and wiped 
out the Tibetan garrison at Gilgit. The 
pol lance of th 
great, for it came al a € 
history and forestalled a 
tween the Tibetans and the rapidly 

i west, who 
'urkestan, It 


Tibetan invasion of China. 
march into С 


Arab. 
Chinese 


and it has been hell 
or even surpuss, the great 
feats of such commanders as Ё 


y tei rary 
they were солго out of Turket 
hot to return for more than a thew 
sand years, In ж.ө, 751, 1 
permanently evespowered. by 
betans, Thereafi wre are no refers 
nese annals, іп 


5 
y ed. whut the nature off 


was, or what cultural dute: 


y Baltian from 
a, Of even more 
the fact th 


the end of the 
power-and with it that 
jon’s une serious bid to be a 
power- lad. passed. But even during 
this brief period, we may assume that 
much the raciat admixture we see 
now in Baltistan had taken place. 

The blank of the next few centuries 
«t even penetrated by 
That notable medieval traveler an 
observer, when he passed several hu 
les ta the north. in Ihe thir- 
tury 
af Kublai Khan, mad 
ез reference to the mountainous area 
to the south, He gave 


Lat earlier students of his travels 
an might fall withi 
ern view, however, is that 


Pamirs. 

N l the end of the fifteenth 
century do we begin to get some sort 
of sketchy idea of the Balti in their 
present historical setting. It was then 
that the new Moslem rulers of Rash: 
mìr began to lake an interest in their 


Gilgit 


who had rul 
pte the a f the fourteenth 
may have exerci 
the Ішін fr 


mir 
century 


sibly with an eve to finking up with 
castera Turkestan, where the popula. 
| Islam some time 
e wane, in the 


caning 
ing such typically Dad 
ments and 


tsas-which ar 
in Baltistan t ge one near 
shown on pages 22-25, is 
We have 


became Mus 
have happe 


the fourth and seve 
Нйа Tsang 


"s reference to the priests 


already quoted, is 
e clue, But these cock 
us something else; 
they indicate the existence of an rar- 
er, pagan religi the crude 
ates canes naw little 
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Part II 


People of Baltistan | + 


Agriculture, herding, and dairy farming form the basis of the Balti economy 


Rore saınce caste a shadow 
River as Balti porters crosa. Н 
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then, and particularly in the last ten 


years, the Karakorams have become 


u chin raft gave а 


ferent streams 
ly sing Skardu's 
population: Burushaski from Hun 

Khowar from Chi 


highland 
Bah a back-load of wheat, butter. or 


and perhaps-il his wile 
e-a bit of L 
е serai, ul 


s has affected 
cal language, and pure Bali 
is hardly n in Skardu anymore, 
The local patois is such a 
Untu, Balti, Hi Persian that 
the Balsi from o ges say it is 
hardly understandable, Fur tradi 
and administrative purposes, Urdu 
Sal languages of Pakis- 


ly at- 
Pahari 
ads of chunk 


for her. In 
Gujars speaking st£a 
ts unpack horse 
and kerosene tins brat 


nn or one of the d 
Ea which the plateau is nated, 
nds can 


The populated part of Bahistan, 
rn and western 
flanks of the Great Karakoram chain, 
is made up of a number of valleys. 
"The first of these valleys is that of the 
great Indus River, g northwest 
from ils source in 
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[hik clouds, 

so viulently 
pe that one bezi 
the work! will be 


ME 10 ferry passengers 
yok River at Khapalu, Conte 


ағыз 
made in accord 


What is Baltistan like and how dues 
one reach it? These questions are 
for few Palo 
have had the opportunity or 
e to go there. The 
confuse Ша 
one af Pakis: 
Yet the are 
"Ni 


peaks, an 
ol sprawdi 


N 


Indus is pulled upst 


und help y 


are those 
Shyok a 
ef lesser, 
sh 
Fru 
conver: 
aver seven 


streams 
and Шафа, 


have risen but have usually been 
far back as is known 
called variously rgyal 
kan amd raja—have 
ong themselves, On 


to unite them all- 
Skardu and 
i Mir of Khapalu (and these twa are 
possibly the same person) are the 
n unes, Hut generally the raja of 


а ef preemir 
cause Skardu has alway 
as we know, Baltisian’s trade с 


shore. 


